
   WEST BRIDGFORD MONARCHS HOCKEY CLUB                   
 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 
Wednesday 1 May 2014 

 
President Jon Gilbert chaired the meeting. 40 members in attendance.  
 
1. Apologies 
Apologies received from Mike Berry, Adam Bush, Andrew Barker, Andrew Holmes, Zena Oliver, Lucy Blyth,  
Chris Garnham, Liz Taylder, Jon Cree, Dave Ryan, Dave Sandercock, Chris Collison, Steve Thompson, Pete Davis,  
Nick Robinson, Naomi Boulter 
  
2. Minutes of the last A.G.M. – The subs were increased to £90, then the minutes were signed as correct. 
 
3. Matters arising – No matters arising 
 
4. Reports 
a) President – Jon Gilbert 
 It has been fantastic for the Club to play in the National League, and despite the end result, we put out a competitive 
side comprising mainly of Bridgford players, and didn’t pay anything to anyone to play. Encouraging performances from mens 
2 -5s all keeping their position when 4 go down in most of their divisions. Well done especially to Mark Carroll and his 
selection policy for the 7ths which put out a winning side most weeks. The 6-8ths were full of typical Bridgy players, some a bit 
long in the tooth, but always talked a good game in the bar after, and well done to the 9ths as Champions. Well done as well to 
the ladies who consolidated their positions in each league. 
 I managed to attend most socials, which I realise was a hardship but just doing my job, and special praise to Derek for 
not only the Beer Festivals but also the excellent beer on week, and if someone could tell me how the Dinner Dance went as my 
memory is slightly hazy. Finally thanks to all the people to put in a lot of effort behind the scenes week after week, both on and 
off the field, and especially Caz for sorting the Social events. I thoroughly enjoyed my time and a great laugh was had 
 
b) Chairman – Geoff Bail 
Geoff thanked Jon for his year as President, and particularly supporting the 1st X1 by his presence pitchside and barside. 

You might think that I will be sitting here slightly disappointed after our exit from the National League, but I am not. 
The key to success in life is your ability to learn from your mistakes. I think that we have done that and will bounce back next 
season with a stronger and wiser Mens first team. This Club is not about the success of just our top teams, although we have 
proved that we are very good against sensible yard sticks, it is about strength in depth, a brilliant youth development program, 
player retention and enthusiasm for both the sport and the Club socially. On the Mens’ side we have all our teams playing at the 
top level possible, a brilliant achievement, but we have some way to go to match that for the ladies. We need to put in extra 
effort next season to address this and provide more support where it is needed. We have continued to build on the firm 
foundations that hold up the Club, principles of grass roots amateur hockey for everyone who wants to play, supported by a 
great bunch of people who are prepared to put in the effort of umpiring, coaching, cooking, organizing, washing up, captaining, 
inspiring, planning, counting, picking up litter, driving to games, pulling pints, cleaning toilets, mending light fittings, 
unblocking drains, digging silt off the car park, running the bar, talking to mums, going to meetings. And why do they do it? 
Because they love the sport, the Club and their friends.  
Here is a quote from possibly the first ever sports psychologist Aristotle .. “We are not born excellent by nature, we become 
excellent through what we frequently do.” We will carry on doing what we are good at.  
THE FUTURE - There are big challenges ahead for the Club. Our key movers and shakers are not getting any younger, and 
nearly all male. We MUST be thinking of succession planning for our key roles, and I will be pushing hard to encourage 
members who have enjoyed many years of stress free hockey to start to think of how they might want to put something back into 
the Club that has given them so much. We must also be thinking about the future with regards to pitches and the Clubhouse. Our 
lease is not finite, and we are now one of the biggest Clubs in the Country. Where will we be and what will we need to meet our 
needs in 10 years time? I have a vision of a multi sport community based Sports complex, run by local Clubs with 2 new pitches 
and the best facilities in the country. If you would like to get involved in making that a reality, please come and talk to us.  
SOCIAL EVENTS    - Another good year with bar profits  not quite the highest ever but we tried. Socially, all the usual 
activities were evident, so thanks to Caz for another great seasons hard work, the Dinner Dance was most enjoyable, and I think 
that Derek Randall has become our DD home. 
TOURNAMENT - Reasonable weather at the tournament, which as usual just about summed up the Club this season, good 
hockey, great people, good food and drink and a brilliant atmosphere. Nobody does it better. Big thanks to Derek for his 
catering genius. 



IN CONCLUSION      - It is important that we continue to remind ourselves of why the Club has been successful and that we 
cannot be complacent about the future. Coaching is fundamental to our future, as is a continued willingness to get involved in 
the support activities which are all a part of club life which is often forgotten about – please get involved, offer to help -  it is 
your club, help make it brilliant.  KEEP CALM AND CARRY ON 
 
c) Treasurer - James Cashmore 

The following are items worthy of highlighting in the accounts I have prepared for this meeting. 
The club remains financially sound and the Club’s overall position has not changed significantly over last 12 months.  
1) Balance sheet is about the same as last years 
2) Bar takings are slightly down on previous year, possibly as 1st XI not around and drinking on Saturdays 
3) Subscriptions received are up, due to rise in price, and ensuring we got all in 
4) There will be no cricket club income this coming summer 
5) GProfit at approx 50% thanks to Derek’s excellent buying  
6) Dinner dance was a loss as we had to pay room hire as we had just under 100 attend 
7) Light and heat costs have stabilised  
8) Playing costs have gone up due to entry fee and petrol costs for National League, but this saved MCHUA fees 
9) Donations/advertising covered cost of National league programmes 
10) Pitch hire costs have gone up as extra use/coaching, and still paying 65% of hire costs at School. Reserve still there  
11) Helen Richardson fund remained largely static 
   
On behalf of the Committee, James proposal for subscriptions next season is for them to stay at the same rates as this season I.e. 
£90/45/20(Junior)/10(social), Jenny Garnham seconded. Carried. Likely for Match tax to stay at £10, but to be discussed in 
May. Agreed to ensure we got all subs collected, and discussed a no pay, no play situation, monthly payments, and were you a 
member of WBMHC (and covered by insurance) if not paid 
 
d) Social Secretary – Caroline Gates 

Started the year with a start of season ladies meal out, and even ended up back at the clubhouse. 
We then had Curry & Quiz 1 which went well as usual. Dog night went well. 
Ladies Christmas meal out was well attended and also had a mini golf outing, as requested by the Juniors! 
Ceilidh ticket sales continued to be poor this year, and not sure if we will run the ceilidh again. Any suggestions 
for an alternative family friendly event for next year are welcome. 
Curry & Quiz 2 went well, despite clashing with some birthdays and other events. 
Dinner Dance – only sold 90 tickets this year, which is slightly disappointing and as a result we made a loss of £400 due to 
having below 100 guests and being charged for room hire, but the evening itself went very well and feedback so far has been 
positive, particularly that people enjoyed the band. 
And finally, a big thanks to all those who helped this year, especially Derek for bar and Mick for posters 

e) 1st XI Mens – Doug Stuart on behalf of Chris Collison 
P18 W3 D2 L13 F47  A81 Pts11 TENTH AND RELEGATED  

Apologies for my lack of commitment tonight or poor organisation it's the opposite to what we show on the pitch 
Annoyingly I have about 6 emails reminding me,  but still never checked the date. 
Firstly sorry, I'm a knob but I think u all know that so u had no other expectations. Thinking about what I said last year and 
realising how easy it was to captain a winning team, motivating week in and out winners was easy, and standing up to tell u all 
how we basked in showing off how good our club is in telling u how easy it is to represent properly the quality of club we come 
from was easy. This year couldn't have been more different. We all still showed every other team in the league we are still the 
best team in the midlands for our club atmosphere and social abilities. But showing our desire on the pitch this year was a much 
tougher ask. Keeping the Bridgford spirit and enthusiasm when falling foul to some games that were much more challenging, 
was for me and the lads quite different to what we were used to! 
Sun hockey for a start, officials! Umpires that know the rules better than Todd and generally a better standard of hockey really 
took us by surprise. We had many changes of personnel n everyone who stood up to be counted was given a chance to prove 
their worth. Once the team had settled in we had acquired a few key players and we gained some belief and things started to 
look up. A change within training dropping Collys exercises and gaining a coach really helped and showed the style of hockey 
we could play. This together with a formation change led to us eventually winning a game and then three more at the end. At 
least we won't be the first team to not win a game. A season of if's & but's - Loss of Sam Curtis but Brooke & Godding joining 
at Xmas but 11 games before Xmas & only 7 after - but we were clearly the poorest team in first half of the season (in more 
senses than one !). Home games v Belper, Wakefield & Brooklands showed that we can play some decent stuff. The highlight 
was beating league winners Brooklands who turned up with 30 players and fans to be beaten by bottom of the league. This was 
even sweeter when Richo did his hair especially for the occasion and the added bonus of three ex players, in Richo, Brook and 
Sidwell. This made it all the more enjoyable. 

Most importantly! over the prev 13 or so seasons I have played I never fully appreciated all the efforts and hard work 
that happens by all club member but mostly to the ones here, the huge amounts done behind the scenes who never get the thanks 
they deserve. I like to thanks everyone who has supported me and the team over my life in the club n I'm proud that the 1st team 
give everything we can on and off the pitch to represent the club in the best possible manner. This is how we like to repay you 



for all your efforts. Finally two people who have made this season an unforgettable one for me both for support but through hard 
graft, tough decisions and taking s**t from everyone including me is Doug n his new partner in crime Geoff. Between them they 
have steered what could have been a sinking ship with little knowledge of direction into one that even with relegation can come 
back stronger and still show that our desire to love hockey at this club is better than any other. Thank you Doug n Geoff for all 
your support with lots of difficult issues n standing strong when the right decision is the hardest one to make. 
 
Doug thanked Chris Collison for being a passionate captain even with a losing side. Its been a tough year, a lot of learning on 
and off the pitch, lots of travelling on Sundays. National League is not the be all and end all as it has disrupted the usual flow of 
the Club. We used 26 players, with a lot of rotation and possibly needed more consistency, and certainly helped with Brook and 
Gooding joining after Christmas. We will be ready when we next get there and know what to do better. Thanks to Geoff, martin 
and Derek for sorting admin, pitch and teas etc, and certainly we were thanked by umpires and oppo for our hospitality 
  
f) 1sts XI Ladies – Ellie Howartson 
P18 W8 D4 L6 F34 A37 Pts28 FOURTH 

We began our pre-season with only the remnants of a team. Our top goal scorer retired, a goalkeeper never to be heard 
of again, a midfielder lost to the pursuit of athletics and good A Level grades, Emma still unable to return from the injury that 
had kept her out of the season before and three people pregnant. So you can imagine the sinking feeling I got when Liz Taylder 
rang me out of the blue one evening just as we were gearing up for our 2nd friendly to inform me that she too was pregnant. It 
left me wondering what was in the water at West Bridgford! I have to admit my expectations for this season were somewhat 
low. I was to be proved wrong.  

Our first game against Derby Asterdale couldn’t have started better, with the words of Geoff forever ringing in our 
ears, we were up their chuffs and 3-0 up going into half time and looking like we had been playing together for 5 years rather 
than 5 weeks. Unfortunately never has the saying game of two halves been truer, as we began to unravel the game finished 3 – 
3. We lost the next two games and were forced to concede a walkover in the cup due to availability.  Our form continued to be 
up and down, with a couple of good wins against Belper 2s and Northampton Saints 2s. Our luck began to change when we 
pulled off a fantastic win against Loughborough students winning 2 -1, whilst the score line wasn’t huge, it was the best we had 
played all season. A defensive strategy tired the hung over students out, allowing us to make the most of our goal scoring 
opportunities.  We managed to pick up points in 7 of the next 10 games, climbing from 9th position at the beginning of the 
season to finish 4th , winning  8 and drawing 4 I am a bit hazy on the details of the games, but as anyone who has ever played 
with me or asked me after a game what the score was, I never really know what has happened or how many goals were scored. 

A big congratulations to all of those that have played first team this season. Everyone has shown a determination to win 
and coped with what at times needed to be a very flexible side, something traditionally we have not excelled in.  Now, please no 
more babies next season! A special mention to our juniors Grace Thompson, Abbie Hart and Becca  Dornan who with no 
experience of playing at Midlands level have all shown great ability and improvement as the weeks went on. Faye Sibley was 
our well deserved player of the year, and was a big help when bouncing ideas off the random formations we at times ended up 
having to play. On a serious note, availability this season has proved to be a very difficult hurdle to overcome not just when it 
came to selection but at training too. Its important that we continue to develop and grow our ladies section. A club is founded on 
more than just a team or the efforts of a small group of individuals. We need the commitment of everyone to ensure its future. 

 
 
 
 

g) 2nd XI Mens – Jon Gilbert of behalf of Nick Robinson 
P22 W14 D4 L4 F95 A50 Pts46 THIRD  

This year with the clubs national league experiment was a novel one for the 2XI. A number of new players with 
national league aspirations joined the club, the increased training led to improved fitness and we had a number of players who 
were pushing for 1XI places with the games on sat and Sunday. Our start to the league was tough playing Beeston, Birmingham 
Uni and Cannock but two draws and a narrow defeat did us an injustice and showed we were as good as the best sides in the 
league. We then won 7 on the bounce beating all other teams except Loughborough University who we again ran close in a top 
of the table clash. Dan Gillott was scoring for fun and was much improved from last year and Danny Freeman and Ollie 
Matharu have lots of potential for the coming years. 

The second half of the season was similar with the games against the top teams being the only ones in which we 
dropped points and again we won every game against teams 5th and below. Loughborough Students won our league and the 
penultimate game was against them where we were robbed a victory by partisan umpiring which would have been their first and 
only defeat of the season. I the end we finished 3rd but our ability to carve apart the weaker teams has been impressive and the 
fact that 10 players who started as 2XI squad players have appeared for the 1XI this season has demonstrated that our squad is 
pushing those players above us. 

A big thank you to Glynn, Jez and Pete who have umpired for us regularly and often at late notice. I have thoroughly 
enjoyed my years as captain and leave a squad full of high quality players who can compete with anyone in the league. It will be 
important to keep the improved training and the increased fitness if the improvement is to continue but with a group of talented 
youngsters coming through the club the future is bright.   

     



h) 2nd XI Ladies –Liz Abba 
P18 W5 D1 L12 F18  A46 Pts16 EIGHTH  
 A very tough season for the 2s, but we managed to hold on and finish 7th, and next season we hopefully won’t be 
plagued by injuries or pregnancies (and congratulations to Liz Taylder) and we will actually have some subs. We have played 
some excellent hockey but as we have often found we struggle to find the goal. It has been a very frustrating season although the 
highlights for me have to be seeing so many of our juniors progressing up the teams. Keeping things short I want to say thank 
you to everyone who has played this season and especially to all our umpires and coaches especially Dave who have helped us 
so much this year. 
 
i) 3rd XI Mens – Rich Whittle on behalf of Chris Berry 
P22 W10 D3 L9 F71 A63 Pts32* SIXTH  

The season started almost literally without a 3rd XI. It was more like a 3rd/4th/5th team with numerous players heading 
off to university, pastures new, retiring from hockey and playing with 5ths. With this in mind and after 2 years of solid nagging 
Ali Mac was bought into the fold to assist in re-building a side in the truest Bridgy mould. I must pass on my thanks to Ali along 
with Richard Whittle for not only being reliable players (Rich was only one to play every game), but for helping out in my 
absence when I was called into 2s, went to weddings or generally just falling apart. 

With the likes of Rich, Ali and Tom Carter(who had discovered salads and in doing so his finest form), pat Cross, John 
Cree and Mike Husk, we were able to add a host of youngsters who were allowed to develop in a competitive but supporting 
environment. The first half of season produced some terrific performances  and we found ourselves in fourth at the halfway 
stage behind the mighty Lough Uni, Cannock and Notts Uni. The second half of the season saw us add Jack Rhodes and 
Cameron Bowie to the youthful ranks (and of course Rod Bowie who’s support was unflinching and greatly appreciated) Whilst 
post Christmas results faded, our performance against Lough left everyone on a high with a performance of spirit, effort and no 
shortage of skill in the face of deserving league champions. 

 Oscar Thompson won our most improved award, Tom Carter our player of season and Ali Mac just pipped 
Whittle for man of the season. The 3rd XI will be the stepping stone for the future of the Club in the seasons to come with a 
number of outstanding youngsters destined for higher things. Whilst I have enjoyed the chance to be involved in the re-building 
of a team and seeing the younger players develop hugely over the season, I have found captaining such a young side difficult 
from in goal, and even harder if I am playing for other sides. With this in mind, I think that time is right to step down, and a new 
skipper to start with experienced players around him 

 
j) 3rd XI Ladies –  Liz Abba on behalf of Lucy Blyth 
P18 W5 D3 L10 F23 A63 Pts18 EIGHTH 

The ladies third team eventually finished 8th in the league this year which was a remarkable achievement since after the 
first 4 games we had a goal difference of -28!  Clearly things were going to be a little different this year.  The club suffered from 
9 women either retiring from Hockey or being pregnant,  shame the men can’t share the load!  We were also trying out a new 
system which was taking it’s time to settle into the mind set of all the players. These events coupled with not enough eligible 
goal keepers meant that we had to see the university 3 times and only had a goal keeper for 1 of the games.  So huge thanks 
went to Jenny Jacobs for stepping into goal for the first time and we tried our best but the uni put 12 past us.  As did another uni 
team 2 weeks later.  One good piece of news did come from these first 4 matches, Lola Smith a junior player did manage to 
score our only 2 goals. Two weeks later saw a crunch match, South Nottingham Ladies, another team that was struggling at the 
bottom of the table with the same goal difference of -28.  A tense game but we were starting to get the hang of the new system 
and we came out on top but it went down to the last few minutes the result 5-2, our first win! A disappointing game against 
Southwell  Brincliffe but we picked ourselves up just before xmas with 2 more wins including a nail biting game against 
Worksop (who finished second).  This was a nail biter, the final whistle blew as our goal keeper stopped one on the line!  But a 
well deserved win if not just for the travel! 

The Christmas break was well received but we were all dreading the return start to the season as we knew we had to see 
the University again.  However it was clear that we had come to grips with the formation and we had the right players in the 
right places.  We also saw a welcome return of liz Burrell after having her baby and Freya was now old enough to play so huge 
relief to have goal keepers!  We reduced our goal difference to -6 in the return fixtures and the results were getting better.  2 
more wins in the second half of the season put us safe but only just. Huge credit this year to the coaches, we changed the system 
Phil helped us and supported us with this change.  The one 2 one coaching certainly paid off especially for our juniors they were 
growing in confidence and skill. This season has been tough but the 3s and 4s have pulled together to make sure we were both 
safe.  It’s not been easy at times and I haven’t seen the ringing round on a Friday evening to get players for many years.  Big 
thanks to Zena for her patience and understanding.  There has been great team spirit this year with a great mix of young and old, 
seeing the juniors progress and grow in confidence has been a highlight of the season.   Cant wait to see what happens to players 
such as Jasmine Goddard, Steph Carr and our very talented young goal keeper Freya. Although we finished the same position as 
last year we scored more goals and won more matches so we are improving even with all the difficult circumstances, mid table 
next year!      

k) 4th XI Mens – Ian Freeguard on behalf of Adam Bush 
P22 W11 D7 L4 F63  A36 Pts40 THIRD  

A season of 2 halves. We started out very positive having finished 2nd in the previous year we believed we had the 
right tools to push on and continue to be a presence within the league. We played Belper and won decisively 6-0!! Great 
onwards and upwards. We then however found out that actually the few changes that were brought in had a greater impact than 



expected. We weren’t outplayed but at times out pressured lacking somewhat of a physical presence within a young midfield. 
We sought to change this with some help from the teams around us (thank you) and the players stepping up or down to provide 
some stability and help bring on the youngsters. Thanks in particular to Gilly.  

For the first half of the season we finished with the stats of 2 wins, 5 draws and 3 losses. This placed us within the 
relegation zone and with my lack of time available and my concerns over whether I could commit fully in the coming 2nd half, I 
am pleased to say that some Key members of the team stepped up to help out. A big thanks goes to Berry and Freegard for 
helping with selections and the teams when I wasn’t around.  We started the 2nd half the same way we started the 1st with a win 
over Belper this time 3-1. The message was clear – We need to fight if we want to show the way we play hockey, fast paced free 
flowing attacking. This time we listened and pushed on with 3 more wins before our only loss of the 2nd half of the season. We 
then spurred ourselves forward galvanised by the identification of some key areas that we can just tweak and we could be a real 
force to be reckoned with……and we were!!The young boys stepped up with Jack Rhodes, Ash and Jacob all going up to the 
3’s throughout the 2nd half of the season, Well done lads! and some changing about for our more seasoned regulars. Our 2nd 
half of the season looked like this. 8 wins 2 draws and 1 loss. Impact was made! We finished 3rd in the league and also sported 
the best defence in the league with only 36 goals conceded. 1 point behind 2nd place.  

This season when times have felt rough we can look back and maybe think that actually it wasn’t as bad as we thought, 
however points make prizes and between us and the relegation zone there was only 11 points, had we continued to only draw we 
would have been in a very different position. For me personally this is my last year as captain. I have immensely enjoyed my 
time as 4th team captain and I would happily take up a captaincy role in the future. For now I think it is time for someone else to 
take the mantle. I would like to thank in no particular order, Berry for stepping up and helping out, Freegard for much the same 
and listening to me moan on a Sunday morning after we have given Jnr Coaching, Andy Holmes – its been great having such an 
organised fellow captain. Thanks to Chris Berry for taking the chance on the kids the definitely deserved their chance. Finally 
thanks to the players that have played for me. Its been a great season with some rough times and with some tough opposition 
coming up into the league I look forward to the positive steps that will continue to happen. 
 
l) 4th XI Ladies – Jenny Garnham on behalf of Zena Oliver 
P16 W6 D1 L9 F26 A31 Pts19 FIFTH  
 Good solid performance over the season, with good youngsters coming through (big thanks to the Junior coaches) and 
older ladies dropping down. Safe by Christmas, and slightly poorer after, but enjoyable 
  
m) 5th XI Mens – Jez Dixon on behalf of Andy Holmes 
P22 W10 D2 L10 F64 A70 Pts32 SEVENTH 

Another landmark for the 5th team was achieved this season with two consecutive seasons in the central premier 
league. This may not sound much, but this team has a history of promotion followed by relegation! Finishing 3rd in 12/13 and 
7th in 13/14, we have now established ourselves in this league…..we hope! The 5th team have a reputation of being the ‘old 
men’ of the club, but we do also take pride in seeing the youngsters progress through and onto bigger and better things. James 
Walton has been the stand out youngster this season and we congratulate him on his playing award after some excellent displays 
(not only for the 5s it must be said). We clearly are a tough team to play against and at times it isn’t pretty…..but on other 
occasions we teach the younger opponents a few lessons in how to do the basics bloody well with an end product. This was a 
hard season on the pitch and we had to dig deep to avoid being dragged into the relegation zone. Whilst Notts Uni were the 
stand out team at the top, we had to ensure we won those ‘6 pointers’ versus the likes of Worcester, Cannock 5, Belper and 
Rugby at the foot of the table. The moments to remember include: Doing the double over Beeston; with our best display of the 
season at their place and another double, this time over Cannock 5s…not the force they used to be. Three wins on the bounce in 
the final few weeks to secure our place in this league, including an excellent display versus Northampton Saints and finally 
some of the goals scored by Jeremy ‘Jezza’ Dixon…rolling back the years! Along the way, a few memories to forget: The 4th 
team seeking revenge to take all 6 points, Selection headaches faced at times this season, Turpo offering to be Captain for next 
year!and the fun bus (on our away trip to Northampton) having no reverse gear…which nearly cost lives! 

No season is complete without a few special mentions: 
Paul Gegg – dedicated, quality player and team minibus driver…I wouldn’t want to play against him! 
Phil Elliott – the sort of player any Captain wants in his team and a real asset to the club for all junior work too 
Jez Dixon – 5th team player of the season with around 20 goals….and a passion and desire to win that is second to none 
Finally, Martin ‘Ebo’ Ebsworth – ever available 5th team vice-captain and a great asset on the pitch with all those years of 
experience. Also a huge support to me at times. Thank you. 
So, we live to fight another day in the Midlands Premier and I hope the next Captain will enjoy it as much as I have. The last 
thing I would like to say is thanks to the committee, selection committee and other captains…as without all these people’s 
commitment, we wouldn’t get out there on a Saturday 
. 
n) 6th XI Mens –Nick Hemm and followed by Ian Johnson 
P22 W12 D1 L9 F55 A68 Pts37 FIFTH  
Mostly, good times, good memories, goodbye (four and a half minutes multi media presentation) 

Following on from Nick’s head butt of a hockey ball away at Leek I took responsibility for the 6th team. Unfortunately 
the first game in charge saw an 8 – 1 defeat at the hands of Burton! However we then proceeded to win 5 of the next 7 to ensure 
East Midlands Premier safety. That we did so was in no small part to Nick Hemm’s work over the years, but especially in the 
first two thirds of the season. Highlights of the last third of the season were restricting Loughborough Students to a 7-0 win and 
the 4-0 away win at Leek 5ths. We finished the season in a very creditable 5th place, having won 12 and a points total of 37 
(same points as the team in third and only 3 points behind 3rd place Burton 4ths). However the most satisfying thing is that we 



did it having sent our ‘better’ youngsters up to other teams (Jack Watson, Jack Rhodes, Ash Trusz, Stan Hanson) at Christmas 
and therefore had 4 new youngsters into the team. This is a fantastic challenge for the team to continue to play at such a high 
level accommodating youngsters from a team playing 2 leagues below us. The youngsters rose to the challenge, as did the 
adults.Talking of which, many thanks to Nick who for years has brought youngsters up in the ‘Bridgford tradition’. Massive 
thanks to the adult stalwarts in the last third of the season; Jon Wells, Pete Bonnett & Jimmy Carberry and Steve Middleton. 
Also deserving of a mention are Rich Curtis who always answered my request to play up, Will Collington and Dave Ryan who 
came up from the 8ths for the last 3 games of the season, and justified their selection for the 6th team.     

Geoff added his thanks to a stalwart of the Club from 1st team down, who has put a lot back into the Club   
      

o) 7th XI –Mark Carroll   
P22 W16 D2 L4 F102 A34 Pts50 SECOND AND PROMOTED  

The league season started with grand optimism following a good run of performances in the pre-season friendlies with 
a change of formation and hence personel. We were brought down to earth in our first league game when we lost to a late goal at 
Coventry from a piece of individual brilliance, or luck. Our season then picked up with a run of good wins seeing us take a 
healthy lead at the top of the table. We suffered another away defeat to Rugby courtesy of some popular boy band umpiring! we 
still went into our final pre Christmas  league game knowing a win at Lichfield would keep us top of the league and favourites 
for the title. Alas we gave away some early presents and top spot to our opposition. Post Christmas saw many changes in 
personnel, and a reduction in the number of goals we were scoring in each game. However we continued to win games and had 
only dropped two points going in to the last two games of the season. With promotion secured we were aiming to secure the 
league title but needed Lichfield to slip up and needed to win both games. A much depleted side travelled to Leicester and were 
undone by a talented group of youngsters ensuring the league title was lost. We drew the last game against Lichfield but ended 
the season having scored over 100 league goals and conceding the fewest goals in the division. 

We played attacking flowing hockey and developed a fantastic team spirit throughout the season. We held the 
inaugural Bhudda’s on the end of season fines night and a great night was had by all Thanks especially to Simon Gill and Martin 
Johnson 

  
p) 8th XI – Mike Barnes  
P20 W10 D2 L8 F42 A51 Pts32 SIXTH  

Being our second year in the higher division, my objective was to consolidate our position and close the points gap 
with the teams above us. We achieved this objective and at one stage looked as if we were going to exceed those expectations. 
We won half our games and moved from being top of the bottom half to bottom of the top half and only one point below the 
team above. We could have done better. Our defence was strong and if it had not been for a bad game against the champions 
Belper 5, we would have had the third meanest defence after the two promoted sides. Our problem was scoring goals. We had 
the third lowest "Goals For" tally in the Division. This was scant reward for some very nice approach work we developed quite 
consistently through midfield. Unfortunately our forwards have not learned the knack of winning short corners in compensation.  

The objective for next year will be to score more goals, win more games and give some other teams a fright. Third 
would be the ideal finishing position. 

  
q) 9th XI –Brian Jones 
P22 W16 D2 L4 F47 A18 Pts50 FIRST AND PROMOTED AS CHAMPIONS   
 I had high hopes for doing well in the league this season after finishing third in the past two years. However the season 
began badly with three heavy defeats out of four in the friendly matches. The system was changed to a more defensive one with 
five defenders and we never looked back. Victory after victory took us to the top of the league. As usual we lost several players 
at Christmas to higher teams, but those youngsters who replaced them soon began to play well and we developed into an even 
stronger team. Nine more victories and results elsewhere gave us our first ever league title. We then played some more games 
over Easter to help us look at new youngsters ready for next years battle whichever league we end up in. Top scorer was Brain 
Carr with 15 followed by Ben Rawson with 7 and Chris G with 6, and many others chipping in with a couple. 
 In all 42 played for me, and I would like to thank them all for making this a season to remember, and would just like to 
single a few out. Firstly Chris, my computer expert, my drivers Jimmy, Brian and Sean, and Steve LeMottee for keeping the 
NHS so busy. However this team is not really about adults, the real heroes are the youngsters who played and developed so 
well, even if one or two did drive me around the bend, and if you came down on Monday training, you know who I’m talking 
about. Now the sad part, after 25 years of consecutive captaincy of the Grizzlies, I have decided to step down and let a younger 
fitter and more au fait person with computers and emails to take over. Like a good John Wayne film, I can now disappear into 
the sun-set or a retirement home 
 
r) 10th XI –Bob Douglas 
P22 W8 D6 L8 F31 A39 Pts22 SEVENTH  

This was a season of two parts:  First part P8 W0 D1 L7, Second part P14 W8 D5 L1  
What changed?  We started scoring, we won our 9th game, fought back to draw our 10th after being 2 down and flukes our 
11th.  Because we had started scoring we played with more belief, etc.  We weren’t as bad as results in the first part, we weren’t 
as good as our results in the second part. Highlights of the year – 
Mark’s sat nav skills (key in the wrong ground, you get to the wrong ground),  
Tony’s parking (but the sub station is at least still standing),  
Team spirit. 
Saying of the Year - Come on guys, we can do this (the calmer bit of my half time rants) 



Top appearances me with 21, Jonty 20, Mike Walsh 19. 
Thanks to everyone who played (35 in all) and gave their all for the cause.  Particular thanks to some of the senior players (you 
know who you are) who helped keep me going through the depths of October and November, when I was becoming 
increasingly disillusioned with our continued losses. Thanks to the senior players some of whom, I think, surprised themselves 
with how much they enjoyed playing - and consequently played fantastically well, well done to the newby adults who developed 
their hockey skills over the season and well done to all the juniors who played (and every one of whom showed considerable 
improvement and development through the season), including my Man of the Season, Dan Paterson.  Finally, this is my last 
season playing regularly.  I won’t say that I have enjoyed every moment, that is patently not true.  What I will say is that I 
consider it a great privilege to have played for such a great club for more than 40 years - and that I have enjoyed the vast 
majority of it, both on and off the pitch. 
 
 
s) Veterans –Mark Carroll 

Another season hoping for glory and involvement beyond the firs round of the cup and plate competitions. We were 
optimistic of a good run having drawn Barton away in the first round of the cup. Unfortunately away was an issue and again we 
travelled light with only 12 available. This proved our undoing, along with some indifferent umpiring and overly physical 
tackling from the opposition, ask Smithy! Never mind the revised Trophy competition awaited and we were drawn against near 
neighbours Beeston, at home thankfully. With a squad of 16, all looked rosy and a sparkling performance saw us through to the 
third round. Another home draw saw Nuneaton visiting and our squad of 16 again proved valiant, although we required strokes 
to see them off following a poor performance. Another home draw to Bridgnorth followed, however West Bridgford seemed a 
town too far and a walkover resulted. That’s us in the quarter finals and another home draw to Stockton. A poor performance in 
the first half saw us turn round at 2-0 down. Glyn’s team talk did the trick and we were soon 3-2 up, and then 4-3 up with only 3 
minutes left. We the committed suicide twice in midfield and ended up losing 5-4 to the last touch of the game! 

We have a huge squad, and could even think about entering an over 50s in next years tournament, we will have usual 2 
teams in Beeston 6s and its very nice ending a cup game with a cheese and port 
 
t) Junior Boys  - Bob Douglas 

Having written a junior report for the last 25 or so AGMs, I continually strive to make it shorter and snappier than last 
years - and end up with a longer and more turgid report!  So another year, another attempt. 

First of all what’s new or out of the ordinary? 
• Family Hockey Nights - now an established part of the summer holidays, not as many attended as in Olympic year but 

still well attended and we will be doing it again. 
• Proms in the Park and Rush 4 Health - Promotional activities to increase our profile and encourage new members. 
• Hockeyday - called off because of bad weather. 
• Certification Scheme still at 2 levels - but we will be extending it next season. 
• End of Season - Last Sunday there were about 110 juniors, similar number of parents and grandparents for our annual 

extravaganza.  The sun shone, everyone did their utmost and we had a great day.   
• Friendlies - boys and particularly the girls have done increasingly well in friendly fixtures - both 7 a side, which we 

play every couple of weeks at different ages and also in 11 a side fixtures, which we are increasingly trying to organise. 
• Competitions - we entered a lot and held our own in most.  Reached stage 2 of the U14s, almost qualified for the semis 

at girls and boys U12, runners up boys U10s, 6th in the Midlands. 
• Representation - I think that we have provided a record number of boys and girls to county squads this year and a 

number have gone further.  Why? Three main reasons - 1 Our reputation has improved over the past two or three years, 
particularly on the girls side where we had little history of sending girls to trials; 2 We have some juniors at all ages 
with real potential; 3 Our coaching is getting better - more focused on key skills and using these skills in game 
situations. 

Coaching 
• Sundays - Becket is great for coaching, much better, safer, more user friendly than WB School.  This year we enhanced 

our parent experience by starting a coffee bar - thanks to Melanie Hart for the idea and for organising the rota, to all the 
parents who helped out and also to those who provided cakes for us to sell. 

• Mondays - at the moment boys train with the men. 
• Wednesdays - girls training has gone from strength to strength with numbers high all season.   
We Can Get Better 
• Monday training - if we can get the pitch time, it would be better to train the boys separately in groups at U14 and U16 

groups.  This would improve our readiness for competitions and also would make club training easier to manage. 
• Wednesday training - we need to make sure that girls eligible for ladies selection have the opportunity to move on to 

ladies training, so that they can be assessed by team captains 
• Team management was better this season with improved continuity - but we still need to do more. 
• Selection - men and women - I think that we need to be a bit more careful - strategic? - in operating our respective 

selection processes.   
Thank you 
• To all the lead coaches and managers – special mention this year to Mick Hart and Chris Garnham who kept the middle 

group going on Sundays when Steve Thompson was injured. 
• All the helpers – adults and juniors, it’s been great to have 6 new junior helpers come in this season 



• This is Brian’s last season as Grizzlies captain, a job that he has done for 25 seasons.  I’m not sure how it would have 
been without him, what I can tell you is that our junior development would not have been anything like as effective 
without him cajoling the youngsters to do their stuff on and off the pitch and teaching how to play hockey one handed. 
He is a hard act to follow. 

And Finally - The day that you think that you have cracked it is the day that you start to go downhill.  Clubs in general and clubs 
with a junior focus like ours never crack it - we have to continually try to do better, not because it sounds good on a Clubs First 
application but because that is the way that they (ie we) will continue to prosper and to improve. 
 
5. Club Awards 
 
John Bassford Trophy for highest goal scorer   Dan Gillett   
Roy Barlow Trophy for most promising schoolboy   Jack Rhodes 
Dave Nicholas Trophy for the most improved player  James Walton 
Arthur Sandford Memorial Trophy for 1st Team Player  Todd Mills 
A Vennett-Smith Trophy for the Player of the Year  Mark Johnson 
Ladies 1st team player of season            Faye Sibley                                             
Ladies 2nd team player of season          Georgia Dibley                                            
Ladies 3rd team player of season           Jasmine Goddard                                        
Ladies 4th team player of season           Elizabeth Henwood                                         
Most improved player from Ladies        Steph Carr                                       
Junior girl player of season                        Abigail Hart                                       
Top ladies goal scorer                                            Zena Oliver/ Emma Whittle  
WBMHC Trophy – Personality of the Year   Brian Jones 
 
6. SGM 
 
7. Election of Club Captains for 2014/2015 Season 
 
President – Jon Gilbert. I propose a person who has been around the Club for many years, a regular player  for the 4ths over last 
few seasons and has given a very loyal service to the Club. A previous captain, a regular worker behind the bar, and fixtures 
secretary for last few years quietly sorting out pitches, oppositions and start times without any hassle. Ladies and Gentleman we 
propose Mark Johnson as President for 2014/15 

 
New President – Martin Ebsworth confirmed that Mark is delighted to be asked, but as he works in Manchester, he is unable to 
be here tonight. He has not relocated to Manchester due to his love for the Club (and his family) but is very honoured to be 
President and has organised a couple of jugs of coke and lemonade to be passed around 
 
Vice Presidents – Existing VPs re-elected en-bloc together with Jon Gilbert and sadly Mavis Taylor (founder of Monarchs) 

name was removed after her recent death 
 

Team Captains 
The following were elected en-bloc, being proposed by Jon Gilbert and seconded by Geoff Bail   
Mens 1st Team  Chris Collinson   
   Doug Stuart will stand as manager 
Mens 2nd Team  Josh Chan   
Mens 3rd Team  Richard Whittle with help from Alex Marshall   
Mens 4th Team  Ian Freeguard   
Mens 5th Team  Nigel turpin   
Mens 6th Team  Ian Johnson   
Mens 7th Team  Mark Carroll   
Mens 8th Team  Mike Barnes   
Mens 9th Team  Chris Garnham 
Mens 10th Team Clive Notman 
 
The following were proposed by Liz Abba and seconded by Lee Reynolds 
Ladies 1sts  Ellie Howatson  
Ladies 2nds  Liz Archer 
Ladies 3rds  Jo Darby  
Ladies 4ths  Jenny Garnham with Melanie Hart as Manager 
 
 
 
   
      PROPOSER  SECONDER   
Veterans  Mark Carroll  Jon Gilbert  Ian Johnson 



 
Fixture Sec  Mark Johnson/Lucy Blyth   Ian Johnson  Jenny Garnham 
Ground Sec.  Tony Johnson  Dan Hammond  Geoff Bail 
Umpire Sec.  Doug Stuart  Ian Johnson  Glyn Abba 
Thanks for their hard work to all members who have retired from their positions and congratulations to the new members 
 
The following were elected as officers for 2014/2015 season: 
      PROPOSER  SECONDER 
Chairman  Geoff Bail  Jon Gilbert  Tony Johnson 
Secretary  Martin Ebsworth Caroline Gates  Richard Whittle 
   Liz Abba  Caroline Gates  Richard Whittle 
Treasurer  James Cashmore  Clive Harrison  Jenny Garnham 
Social Sec.  Caroline Gates  Lee Reynolds   Geoff Bail 
   Mens tbc    
Junior Organiser  Bob Douglas  Melanie Hart  Glyn Abba 
   Liz Taylder  Melanie Hart  Glyn Abba 
Club Welfare Officer Mel Hart  Mark Carroll  Bob Douglas 
Bar Organiser  Derek Wise  Doug Stuart  Richard Bonsall 
Committee  Richard Bonsall  Ian Freeguard  Nick Hemm 
   Dan Hammond  Emma Whittle  Melanie Hart 
   Andy Holmes  Jenny Garnham  Mark Carroll 
   2 from Ladies Committee  
    
Scrutineers  Charlie Orchard  Clive Harrison  Mark Carroll 
   Dave Allison  Clive Harrison  Mark Carroll 
Clubhouse Manager Although not an official position, Martin Ebsworth with assistance from Derek Wise 
 
Please note, none of the above positions is a paid job, and everyone gives their time and effort for free 
 
7) Development – Martin Ebsworth 
CLUBHOUSE 
Usual maintenance and minor repairs have been carried out, and thanks especially to Derek and Linda. Parking has become 
more of an issue with opening of new Junior School behind us and double yellows on Swithland Drive. The cricket club have 
moved out due to increased costs from School, so look out for a couple of hockey socials here during the summer 
PITCHES 
Both pitches seem to be playing ok. We tidied up the goals and dug-outs for National League and that was all approved by EH. 
Spectator area could do with overhaul as getting muddy and mud gets taken onto pitch. You have heard about pitch costs at 
School but we still have a very good relationship with Becket and will be seeing if any more pitch slots come available. We have 
again reserved 12 to 5pm on Saturdays and Sunday mornings for next season. 
We are monitoring the planned pitch refurbishment at Rushcliffe LC (football based??), and there is new pitch planned on 
Meadows Embankment, Boots are also planning to refurbish theirs, Beeston are trying to introduce a third pitch, and we are 
continuing to monitor the area behind Rushcliffe allocated for sport. 
Finally, it is important to look after all these facilities and tidy up after us, put litter in bins etc so we keep pitches in good 
condition for as long as possible. Any ideas for improvements for players or spectators, please let me know 
  
8) Any Other Business  

• NHA AGM was on 30 April 2014  and EMHUA AGM was 29 April 2014 
• Beeston summer league/ Vets summer league/Ladies league  
• Could captains please keep tabs on shirts, balls and first aid kits to hand over to new captains .  
• New kit supplier should be on-line by September 
• Twitter account 
• ClubFirst re-Accrediation obtained. Thanks to Martin, Geoff and Bob for hard work 
• CLUBHOUSE KEYS – Bob, Rich, Naomi 
• Development Plan During the summer, Martin and Liz Abba, will be re-newing and re-drafting our 5 year 

development plan, in order to present to Committee in September. This just sets out the Clubs planned direction up 
to 2019 regarding eg 1st teams, Juniors, training etc, and its not rocket science, its more of the same excellent stuff 
we are doing  now. One of the items the Committee want included is to get more members involved in the running 
of the Club. Eg We will be looking for volunteers to look after the interests of the Club umpires, and someone to 
help re-launch and run our Twitter account, pitch booking, neither should be that time consuming so any one 
interested, do come and speak to Geoff or Martin. Similarly, a number of us have been in position for many years, 
eg Chairman, Secretary, Fixture Secretary, Treasurer, Junior Organiser, Bar Manager and some will be looking to 
step down during this next 5 year period. We are again looking for volunteers who wish to give something back to 
the Club to step forward, who would like to know more about these roles, and this can allow a period of 
shadowing, and a phased smooth hand-over 



 
Thanks for another excellent joint AGM, and for all who attended and took part 
 
The meeting closed at 9.50 pm 
 The first committee meeting will be held on the 10 June 2014  Venue - Clubhouse 
   
A Marshall G Bail M Barnes T Johnson Ellie Howatson  
B Jones G Richardson M Johnson  Caroline Gates  
B Douglas I Johnson N Hemm  Emma Whittle  
B Carr I Freeguard P Elliott  Fiona Lambourne  
C Notman J Dixon P Bonnett  Lee Reynolds  
C Harrison J Gilbert R Bonsall   Jenny Garnham  
D Wise J Cashmore R Cooper  Liz Abba  
D Hammond M Ebsworth R Curtis  Melanie Hart  
D Stuart M Hart R Whittle  Sharon Cheetham 40 
G Abba M Carroll R Bird    
   1 May 2014 ATTENDANCE LIST
 
 
SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING took place midway through the meeting  
Secretary Martin Ebsworth on behalf of the Committee proposed the following changes to the Clubs Constitution 
1) The name of the Club shall be called West Bridgford Hockey Club and shall have a mens, ladies  

and junior hockey section all playing as West Bridgford Hockey Club 
2) Under Officers of the Club, the positions Hon Indoor Secretary and Hon Sunday X1 Captain shall be deleted and  

replaced by Hon Press Relations Officer 
3) A few minor updating issues at discretion of the Secretary and Chairman 
 
Regarding Point 1, Martin set out the general history of mens and ladies sides of the Clubs and how MonarchsYW HC and West 
Bridgford HC came to be together in 2002 as WBMHC. The Committee considered that most members did not know where the 
name ‘Monarchs’ came from, as very few of the original Monarchs Ladies who joined in 2002 were still with the Club. All 
sides, according to Fixtures Live and England Hockey, were already registered and playing as West Bridgford Hockey Club, 
and also wanted to avoid being referred to as just Monarchs in the press as we needed to keep the locational identity in the name 
(why Players is now called Nottingham Players). Martin also explained points 2) and 3) which were mainly housekeeping 
changes as the Club has evolved over last 12 years.  
There were a variety of comments and discussions, 

• that some of juniors, Development Teams and ladies in 3s and 4s still refer to themselves as Monarchs 
• Concern over loss of history of a Club (eg like Crimson Ramblers) 
• No actual history of MonarchsYW Club on website or on Club walls.( Ladies agreed to produce this) 

A vote was had, and all the changes were carried by a vote of 25 for and 6 against 
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