
Chairman’s Report 2013 – 2014 
Well, what a season. It isn’t often that all the ducks get lined up neatly with barely a feather out of 
place. I was going to write a list of all the great things that happened but to be honest I am about to 
go on holiday and time is not on my side. My over-riding memories are of a fantastic Junior hockey 
day supported by Helen and Kate, a season of excellent hockey by all our teams, promotion for the 
Ladies 1’s and National League for the Men, a great Dinner Dance following a wonderful “Bob’s 25year 
Junior Hockey Celebration”, graced by Helen and Kate and many of our past juniors, brilliant Junior 
coaching on Sundays, Jonesy back to rude health, and the EHA awards where we didn’t win but were 
seen to be punching our weight with the best Clubs in the country. We are being noticed as one of the 
best grass roots clubs bar none. All of this supported enthusiastically by Derek, the Social secs. 
Richard and Jemma, Mark and Claire sorting the fixtures, all the coaches and the Committee, so 
thanks must go to everyone who helped make the Club more than the sum of its component parts. 
 
We have an interesting season ahead with a number of big challenges for us, but also a very exciting 
one after a great performance on the pitch by all teams last year. The National League has already 
presented a few problems with a lot more work needed for player registration, and work on the pitch 
to meet NL requirements. This is now largely complete. As a philosophy we have decided not to bring 
in lots of new players, the players who got us there deserve to play there, and we are not in the 
business of buying success, but we do invest in success, with 9 players in the team coming through 
our Junior coaching scheme I am sure you will understand what I mean. 
 
National League home games will be played on Saturdays for the first few weeks and then move to 
Sundays. Please come and support, perhaps even offer to help out as there a number of extra jobs 
that will need doing as we will be entertaining opposition supporters as well as players. Our hope for 
the season is for us to progress our claim to be a friendly and welcoming grass roots club playing 
excellent hockey, with a great post match atmosphere. I think we can manage that. 
 
Bob and the coaches are also stepping up to the plate, having decided to develop their own 
development pathway, with clear coaching objectives and plans. We have a wealth of enthusiastic 
talent within the Club which is plain to see, take a trip to Becket on a Sunday morning to see for 
yourself. 
 
Nearly all our teams will be playing at the top level and will need to keep the standard high especially 
at the beginning of the season as that is where we are frequently giving away cheap points. Early 
season availability is key so please be available as early as possible. Availabilities can be entered 
online and payment for subscriptions can also be made online. 
 
We have started to think about bringing younger members in to organisational roles, our stalwarts 
will not be there forever so we have a number of new faces on Committee which is promising, and I 
am sure they will start to influence how we move forward. Umpiring is an ongoing issue and there will 
be opportunities to train during the season, so let me know if you are keen to learn some rules. 
Coaching is increasingly important so we will be supporting as much as we can anyone who wants to 
gain Level 1 or 2 qualifications. 
 
We will of course be facing the usual problems of attracting new players especially on the ladies side 
(babies again!) to replace the younger members who are off to College (pre-natal classes) and the 
older weekend warriors who have too many bits not working, so if you can help us promote the Club 
then please do so. We have been busy promoting the Club during the summer with a number of 
taster sessions, and there have been enquiries from players from other Clubs wanting to join us, so if 
you see a fresh face at training please make them welcome in the usual WBMHC manner. 
 
Training starts Wednesday 28th August for ladies and Monday 5th August for Men. I look forward to 
seeing you at one or the other (possibly both?). Availability for the full season is on your Members 
page of the web site, so please let us know your availabilities as far ahead as possible. Subs can be 
paid online, or by BAKS with our new account number so get that sorted ASAP. Let’s have another 
great season….. I have a new pair of boots but they are staying in the box. 
 
Geoff Bail 
Chairman 
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