
Chairman’s Report 2014 – 2015 
 
I will start with a great big thank you to Doug and all the players of the Mens’ 1st team for their efforts in 
the NL, as well as all the people who helped with the behind the scenes organisation. It was a steep 
learning curve for everyone, but despite failing to stay up, I think we have learnt a huge amount as a 
Club, and we have certainly made some waves in the Hockey hierarchy, which for a grass roots Club 
such as ours, despite being one of the largest and most successful in the country, is quite unusual. I 
came to realise that the elite end of the hockey spectrum is a confused place to be. Is hockey an 
amateur or professional sport, who knows? Many of the Clubs we played in the NL were importing 
players and paying them to play, we have always done it the other way round, exporting players and 
players paying to play. We also like to play on Saturdays and think of ourselves as one Club, while many 
of the NL teams are effectively totally divorced from the rest of the Club. Anyway, we gave it our best 
shot, and will no doubt be knocking on the door again this season. Some of the hockey we played was 
unbelievable, at both ends of the spectrum, but that is WBHC. 
 
My quote from last seasons report: “Our hope for the season is for us to progress our claim to be a 
friendly and welcoming grass roots club playing excellent hockey, with a great post match atmosphere. I 
think we can manage that.”   Job done. 
 
Meanwhile the other 13 teams were ploughing on as usual, and we need to remind ourselves that no 
matter what team you play for there will be good hockey, a great spirit and a great post match 
experience. People are really enjoying their hockey, which is all there is to it. None of this happens by 
chance though. We have a great team of people who put in a lot of work to ensure that season after 
season very little of importance changes. While other Clubs fortunes fluctuate we have managed to grow 
steadily year on year. Much of this is down to our junior development programme, and of course to a 
very low drop out rate, with people refusing to leave despite being unable to play anymore (I realize that 
I am one of those!), the most common cause of member loss is pregnancy. 
 
We have started to think about bringing younger members in to organisational roles, our stalwarts will 
not be there forever so we have a number of new faces on Committee which is promising, and I am sure 
they will start to influence how we move forward. We have already started to discuss succession in key 
roles within the Club, and I for one am acutely aware of the need to find the right people to step up and 
get involved. This is very difficult to do when the incumbents are still fully active, so I am looking to 
start sharing some roles, and letting people know exactly what is involved in running the Clubs’ various 
activities. If you are thinking of getting involved please come and talk to us, I can assure you that there 
is a great deal to be gained both personally and developmentally by being involved in Club management.  
 
Bob and the coaches are also stepping up to the plate with clear coaching objectives and plans. We have 
a wealth of enthusiastic talent within the Club which is plain to see, take a trip to Becket on a Sunday 
morning to see for yourself. 
 
Nearly all our teams will be playing at the top level and will need to keep the standard high especially at 
the beginning of the season as that is where we are frequently giving away cheap points. Early season 
availability is key so please be available as early as possible. Availabilities can be entered online and 
payment for subscriptions can also be made online. 
 
We will of course be facing the usual problems of attracting new players especially on the ladies side 
(babies again!) to replace the younger members who are off to College (pre-natal classes) and the older 
weekend warriors who have too many bits not working, so if you can help us promote the Club then 
please do so. We have been busy promoting the Club during the summer with a number of family and 
“get back into” sessions, and there have been enquiries from players from other Clubs wanting to join 
us, so if you see a fresh face at training please make them welcome. 
 
Training starts Wednesday 27th August for ladies and Monday 4th August for Men, Juniors start 7th 
September at Becket. I look forward to seeing you at one or the other (possibly both?). Availability for 
the full season is on your Members page of the web site, so please let us know your availabilities as far 
ahead as possible. Subs can be paid online, or by BAKS with our new account number so get that sorted 
ASAP. Let’s have another great season….. I have a new pair of boots but they are staying in the box. 
 
Geoff Bail 
Chairman  August 2014 


