
Not Our Finest Season! 
At least we did well in the Summer Leagues  
It would be fair to say that 
14/15 was not our finest season 
on the field.  The mens 5th and 
8th were both relegated and, 
unfortunately, the same fate 
applied to all our ladies teams.  
On the plus side, while a num-
ber of other clubs/teams 
struggled to get teams out and 
even folded, we met almost all 
our fixtures, the only exception 
being a couple of Sunday re-
arrangements. 
While the season’s outcome 
were disappointing, there were 
a number of positives, not least 
the number of juniors who 
achieved promotion to higher 
XIs than they might have ex-
pected - and who did well in the 
higher teams. 
The other side of that coin is 
that we did lose a number of 
players, notably as a result of 
the mens 1st team’s demotion 
from the National League and 
this had a knock on effect 
through the club.  On the ladies 
side, we lost a number of key 
players to either retirement or 
pregnancy, so the downturn in 
fortunes was not entirely unex-
pected. 

The development of the juniors 
augurs well for this coming sea-
son, as does the fact that a 
number of our adult players 
also stepped up to a higher 
standard and performed well.  
Our main problem in many of 
our teams is the lack of a reli-
able goalscorer. 
However, this is all getting a 
bit ahead of myself - firstly, 
welcome to the new season 
both to current and also to new 
members.  As you know, the 
fixture card is now a thing of 
the past, so please do keep up 
with club news on the website.  
Details of the first few fix-
tures are elsewhere in this D 
Notice, please put them in your 
diary and come along to support 
us.   

Playing Record 
 P W D L F A  Pts 
Men 
1 22 10 3  9 60 45 33 
2 22  7 2 13 47 78 23 
3 22  3 8 11 36 89 17 
4 22  9 3 10 50 63 30 
5 22  5 1 16 41 91 16 
6 20  5 5 10 49 52 20 
7 20 12 1  7 68 48 37 

8 18  3 2 13 22 64 11 
GR 20  8 3  9 33 39 27 
10 20  7 4  9 37 42 25 
Ladies 
1 18  6 3  9 28 31 21 
2 20  2 3 15 14 75  9 
3 18  1 2 15 15 91  5 
4 18  4 2 12 16 59 14 

The records show pretty clear-
ly that last season’s results 
were nothing like as good as in 
the past.  The mens 1sts strug-
gled to come to terms with be-
ing back in the Midlands in the 
first half of the season but 
came good after Christmas 
with some excellent perfor-
mances while the ladies 1st 
were too inconsistent in a tough 
league where you have to be 
pressing for promotion to avoid 
being relegated (yes, honestly). 
Other teams, pretty much all 
struggled near the bottom of 
their respective divisions, the 
exceptions being the mens’ 
4ths, 7ths and 9ths while the 
10ths did their usual trick of 
performing far better in the 
second half of the season.  Al-
though the ladies teams all 
struggled, none of the teams 
gave up without a fight and  
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all are aiming to bounce back 
this coming season.  We partic-
ularly struggled to find enough 
goalkeepers and a big thank you 
to those who stood in, especial-
ly Carey Latham and Louise 
Walton. 

The club tournament took place 
on a nice sunny day and was en-
joyed by all.  The Mike Price 
Challenge match was won, as is 
traditional, by Doug Stuart’s 
XI and we were delightedd 
that Joan was able to attend 
and present the trophy.  The 
Grizzlies v All Stars was keenly 
contested as usual, the Griz-
zlies coming out as narrow vic-
tors despite a sensational hat 
trick by Rich Bonsall while the 
Back to Hockey ladies again 
acquitted themselves well in 
the ladies development game. 
Funnily enough, after a year of 
struggle, we have done really 
well in summer events, with 
both our Mens’ team, our 
(mens) Veterans team and our 
mixed team being winners of 
summer leagues at Highfields - 
well done! 

In Memory 

I imagine that most club mem-
bers will have heard about the 
recent deaths of 2 stalwart 
club members.  I knew them 
both pretty well and feel that I 
have lost 2 good friends. 

Younger club members will have 
known Richard Cooper (Coops) 
either as a stunningly brilliant 
quizmaster or as a not very 
mobile umpire with surprisingly 
good eyesight.  What they will 
not know if that in his day, 
Coops was a sound and mobile 

goalkeeper playing mainly at 
2nd and 3rd team level for 
many seasons.  He also cap-
tioned the mens’ Sunday XI in 
the days when we played every 
week, supervising the team to 
victory after victory fuelled 
generally only by a call at an 
establishment mentioned in the 
Good Beer Guide.  His reports 
to the AGM used to be the 
most eagerly awaited (in fact 
the only eagerly awaited) part 
of the meeting.  However you 
knew Coops, we have all lost a 
good friend and our thoughts 
are with his family. 

Don Guy, who passed away in 
the summer, played for the 
club well into his 60s.  In fact 
the Veterans won the Derby 
tournament on his 60th birth-
day.  I remember that he was 
one of those who made me (and 
my fellow new starters from 
WB School) feel at home when 
we joined in 1970/1 and who 
looked out for us to have a chat 
in the clubhouse after matches.  
He was a very accomplished 
player, who played hockey in 
the true spirit of the game and 
who was a gentleman both on 
and off the pitch.  I know that 
Mary will miss him greatly and 
our thoughts are with Mary and 
the Guy family. 

Both funerals were fittingly 
followed by celebrations of 
Coops’ and Don’s lives at the 
clubhouse. 

Finally, you may be aware that 
Helen Richardson generously 
donated prize money that she 
had been awarded to help with 
junior development.  We have 
used this money (and indeed 
added to it) to help pay for 

courses, etc over the past few 
years.  Coops family decided 
that they would like to remem-
ber him by setting up a fund to 
help develop goalkeepers and - 
to cut a long story short - He-
len has kindly agreed that we 
should merge these two funds 
to be called the Coops Richard-
son Fund and it will be used for 
junior development generally 
with a focus on goalkeepers. 

Team Captains 

Here is the list of team cap-
tains for the forthcoming sea-
son: 
Men: Chris Collison, Ollie Math-
aru, Richard Whittle, Mike 
Berry, Steve Thompson, Ian 
Johnson, TBA, Mike Barnes, 
Chris Garnham, Clive Notman 
Ladies: Alice (Bambi) Linaker, 
Laura Smith, Caroline Gates, 
Jenny Garnham. 
Regular readers will have spot-
ted that there are a lot of new 
names on this list.  Firstly, a big 
thank you for all you have done 
to everyone who has stepped 
down, secondly please support 
your new captain on and off the 
pitch this coming season.  It’s 
not an easy job, particularly if 
you’ve not done it before! 

Committee 
Congratulations to Fiona (Non-
ie) Lambourne who has been 
elected Club President – a de-
served recognition of a terrific 
contribution to the club. 

Geoff Bail continues as Club 
Chairperson.  Thanks to every-
one who has stood down for 
your service to our club. 



Other main posts are as fol-
lows: 
Secretary: Martin Ebsworth, ; 
Treasurer: James Cashmore, 
Social:Sean Gauton, Jo Batten; 
Fixtures: Mark Johnson, Lucy 
Blyth; 
Juniors: Bob Douglas, Aimi 
Dickinson; 
Publicity: Michael Hart 

Don’t forget that we also elect 
committee members part of 
whose role is to make sure that 
our committee truly reflects 
the views of all club members 
and who would welcome your 
input.  This season they are 
Richard Bonsall and Dan Ham-
mond with the ladies reps still 
to be elected. 

Congratulations 
Well done to all club award win-
ners – these were presented at 
the AGM and the End of Sea-
son Tournament 

Club Personality of the Year – 
Steve Thompson 
Top Goalscorers – Liz Taylder, 
Charlie Brooke; 
Players of the Year – Josh 
Chan, Jon Wells, Alice Lineker, 
Sarah Aaron, Eileen Black, Liz 
Gibbon, Sara Green; 
Junior Players – Georgia Brown, 
Ollie Latham; 
Most Improved Players – Ben 
Morton, Emmy Walsh. 

Members News 
Congratulations to Claudia 
Southwell who has won the 
Rushcliffe Young Volunteer of 
the Year Award. Claudia plays 

netball when not playing hockey 
and chairs the Sports Council. 
She is committed to encourag-
ing the development of a range 
of new sports in schools so that 
all students are able to find a 
sport in which they can do well 
and express themselves. 
Apologies to all those whose 
news I have missed, but I ran 
out of time! 

Family Hockey 
Once again, we have been run-
ning a series of Family Hockey 
nights over the summer.  These 
were designed for parents to 
bring along their (primary age) 
children so that everyone could 
play – youngsters on one half 
pitch, parents on the other.  
We first organised this as an 
Olympic year event, but it has 
worked so well, we have re-
peated it since, with up to 80 
attending sessions this summer. 

Apparently, England Hockey has 
decided that Family hockey is 
sufficiently worthy of note to 
commission an article about it 
(thanks Mick) including fea-
tures on two of our “Hockey 
Families” - thanks to the Wal-
tons and the Aarons for agree-
ing to this. 

Get Back Into 

Once again we will be running 
“Get Back into Hockey” ses-
sions for ladies from Sep-
tember 9th, more details are 
on the website.  The focus is on 
enjoyment rather than prepa-
ration for matches, but if last 
season is any guide, we may en-
courage some quite handy play-

ers to reconnect with our 
sport.  If you know anyone who 
might enjoy coming along, 
please tell them about it and 
encourage them to do so. 
We also ran a similar thing for 
men last season, which also was 
well received - we are currently 
thinking about doing this again 
and would welcome views - and 
offers of help! 

School Links 

We are once again looking to 
link up with local schools to 
promote hockey to youngsters.  
If you have connections with 
any other of our local schools, 
please let them know that we 
are happy to work with them to 
help promote junior hockey. 

Fixtures 
Early season fixtures start in 
September as follows: 

Ladies  
Friendlies from Sept 5 
League fixtures start 26. 
Men 
Friendlies from Sept 5 
1st XI League starts Sept 19 
Other leagues start on Oct 3. 
There is also a match to be 
played in Coops’ memory on 
Sept 12. 

Please make sure that you com-
plete your availabilities asap 
(preferably online) – as a club 
we are committed to playing as 
many games as possible, so if 
you say you are available, we 
will try to make sure you get a 
game, even if your normal team 
isn’t playing. 



Please try to be available as 
much as possible during the 
league season - it’s a nightmare 
for captains to have to promote 
and then drop players through 
no fault of their own, it’s also 
really difficult for captains to 
have to deal with last minute 
cry offs, which were also far 
too common last season - if you 
say that you are available, 
please make sure that you are! 

Social 
We have two new social secre-
taries, Jo Batten and Sean 
Gauton, so please try to make 
their lives easier by putting 
these dates in your diaries.  
Also, a big “thank you” to Caz 
Gates, who has done the job on 
her own for the past two years 
- and done a great job into the 
bargain. 

The first Curry and Quiz will 
take place on November 21st 
and our main Beer Festival will 
take place from Thursday, Oc-
tober 29th until Sunday 
lunchtime, Nov 1st.  
Other dates that are to be 
confirmed are the Dinner 
Dance on April 23th , the End 
of Season Tournament, includ-
ing the Mike Price Challenge on 
April 16th, Beer Festival 2, 
March 3-5 and Curry and Quiz 
2 (Feb 6th). We are also look-
ing at a social aimed more at a 
family event on Jan 23rd and a 
Christmas social/fines night on 
Dec 12th. 
Jo and Sean are looking for 
ideas from members, particu-
larly for the family event in 
January, so please do contact 
them or speak to them after 

hockey if you have any ideas or 
could help out events. 

Training 
Mens training will be lead by 
Pete Bonnet on Mondays, as 
usual, from 7.45 to 9.30. 
Juniors from Y8 and older are 
from 6.30 to 7.45 on Mondays, 
led by Glyn Abba and Clive 
Notman As last season, we are 
keen to coach the U14 and U16 
squads together so that we can 
prepare them better for the 
competitions that we enter. 

Ladies training is on Wednes-
day nights from 7.30 to 9.00 
from with girls training (Y7 and 
older) from 6.15 to 7.30 and 
Back to Hockey 6.30 to 7.30. 
See the website for more de-
tails and don’t forget that the 
men will train on the Tuesday 
of the Bank Holiday week.   

Juniors 
The format worked well again 
last season, as did being at the 
Becket School so we will be 
continuing with similar this sea-
son: 

Yr 2–4: 9.30 to 10.30 led by 
Sarah Aaron, Ben Barlow and 
Steve Middleton; 
Yr 5–7: 9.30 to 11.00 led by Jon 
Wells and Ian Freegard, 
Yr 8+: 10.30 to 12.00 led by Ian 
Johnson and Phil Elliott, 
Goalkeepers from 9.30 led by 
Lee Reynolds and Andy Cooper. 

There will be some discretion 
about who goes into which 
group but this will be down to 
the coaches. 

Everything starts with a regis-
tration session from 9.00 am on 
Sept 6th – we will also have a 
further registration session 
the following Sunday.  Anyone 
can join in subsequent weeks, 
it’s just easier to do it right at 
the start of the season.  Regis-
tration forms are on the web-
site (via a button bar in the 
juniors section) and it would be 
helpful if you could fill one in 
and bring it along with you. 
We are currently in negotia-
tions with Becket about contin-
uing with our popular “coffee 
mornings” and will let you know 
when we know what whether or 
not we will be able to continue 
them.    
We are also offering coaching 
on Wednesday nights to older 
(Y7) boys and girls (but please 
speak to Michael Hart first on 
01509 853935) as this is only 
suitable for those with reason-
able basic skills; and Y8 boys 
and older are welcome to at-
tend Monday night training 
(similarly, please speak to me 
before turning up).  
We will be entering all the usu-
al competitions and leagues and 
we would be grateful for any 
help you can offer, either Sun-
day/Monday/Wednesday 
coaching or managing teams.  
you won’t be dropped in it if you 
offer to help and it is surpris-
ingly good fun! 

Many of our juniors achieved 
county honours this past season 
– if I try to name them all I will 
forget someone.  Well done to 
all of you! 

Last season, our boys U10s 
were successful in winning the 
Notts U10 Tournament and 
then came 4th in the Midlands 



event, while our U12s also qual-
ified for the Midlands and 
came 6th.  Well done to all of 
them, let’s try and do even bet-
ter this coming season.  

Sunday Funday 
On Sunday Sept 13th, this 
event takes place at Rushcliffe 
Country Park, Ruddington, from 
12.00 to 5.00.  We will be there 
in force with Quikstix and a 
number of other activities in 
order to publicise both hockey 
generally and also WBHC.  It 
would be great if loads of club 
members and your children 
could attend, (after coming to 
coaching first, of course) 
maybe play in a demonstration 
game or two and generally have 
a good time.  More details from 
Michael Hart on 01509 853935. 
We are also due to help out at 
an employee fun day for Boots 
Manufacturing on Sat Sept 
5th,(from 1.00) and could do 
with offers of help from any-
one not involved in matches at 
that time. 

Hockeyday 
The Hockeyday will take place 
at West Bridgford School on 
Sunday, Oct 11th from 11.00 
until 1.00.  For those who 
haven’t ever taken part, this is 
an opportunity to bring young-
sters along to “have a go” at a 
few hockey related activities, 
in the hope/expectation that 
they will catch the hockey bug.  
Please let your friends, col-
leagues and/or neighbours know 
about it and we may then un-
earth the next Helen Richard-
son! 

Your Details 

Please help us keep in touch 
with you through the season by 
making sure that your details 
are up to date on the club 
database. 

Getting Involved 

The Committee wants to get 
more members involved in the 
running of the Club. Eg We will 
be looking for volunteers to 
look after the interests of the 
Club umpires, and someone to 
help re-launch and run our 
Twitter account, (twitter.com/
WBHockeyClub) do pitch book-
ing, these should not be that 
time consuming so any one in-
terested, do come and speak to 
Geoff or Martin.  
Similarly, a number of us have 
been in position for many years, 
eg Chairman, Secretary, Fix-
ture Secretary, Treasurer, Ju-
nior Organiser, Bar Manager 
and some will be looking to step 
down over next couple of years. 
We are again looking for volun-
teers who wish to give some-
thing back to the Club to step 
forward, so if you would like to 
know more about these roles, 
speak to the relevant person, 
and this can allow a period of 
shadowing, and a phased 
smooth hand-over 

Finances 

So far, we have managed to 
ride the increases in our costs 
fairly well, and Match Tax for 
the coming season remains at 
£10, students/unemployed £5, 
juniors £3.  Subs have in-

creased to £100 for adults, 
£50 for students/unemployed 
(£10 discount for payment re-
ceived on or before October 
31st) and £20 for juniors. 

Have a great season! 

Bob Douglas bob@wbhockey.-
co.uk 

http://twitter.com/WBHockeyClub
mailto:bob@wbhockey.co.uk

