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D NOTICE 
NEWSLETTER OF WEST BRIDGFORD HOCKEY CLUB 

Notts/Mids Champs All Round! 
Bigger Fish Look Out
Well, having thought that 
2011/12 could not be beaten, 
we have all been proved wrong 
as 2012/13 was even better.   
 
Firstly, however, welcome to 
the new season both to current 
and also to new members.  As 
you know, the fixture card is 
now a thing of the past, so 
please do keep up with club 
news on the website.  Details of 
the first few fixtures are 
elsewhere in this D Notice, 
please put them in your diary 
and come along to support us.   
 

Playing Record 
 P W D L F A  Pts 
Men 
1L 22 18 1  3 81 38 55 
2L 22 13 1  8 66 47 40 
3L 20 18 1  1 128 32 55 
4L 20 16 3  1 87 24 51 
5L 22 11 4  7 62 54 37 
6L 18 18 0  0 109 12 54 
7L 18 12 0  6 66 27 36 
8L 18  5 2 11 33 61 17 
GR 20 12 2   6 53  33 38 
10 20  7 3 10 32 44 24 
Ladies 
1L 18  6 5  7 32 28 23 
2L 18 14 0  4 47 22 42 
3L 18 16 2  0 67  7 50 
4L 16 11 5  0 53   9 38 
 
Pride of place goes to our mens’  
1st XI who are Midlands 
Champions and therefore enter 

the National League, for the 
first time.  They were by no 
means the only team to excel as 
the preceding details show. 
 
Our 1sts made a slow start to 
the season, but got better as 
the season went on and new 
players were integrated into 
the team to the extent that 
the second half of the season 
we only dropped 3 points.  It’s 
fair to say that we didn’t play 
our best over the last few 
games as a few nerves kicked in 
but prior to that there were 
some notable performances and 
it is a great achievement for 
our club. 
 
Our ladies 1sts have bounced 
straight back from relegation 
with a 100% record, a huge goal 
tally and a point to prove in the 
coming season.  We were also 
semi finalists in the England 
Hockey Vase (knocked out by 
Oxted after doing brlliantly to 
knock out Liverpool Univ and 
Aldrich in particular and 
runners up in the Notts Cup 
(bit of a travesty this as we 
should have won).   
 
Our other teams had pretty 
good years too, with the mens 
2nds reaching the England 
Hockey Plate final for the 
second successive year (where 
we lost 2-0 to Tulse Hill) as 

well as doing well in the league.  
The 3rds, 4ths and 5ths all 
performed more than 
creditably after promotion, the 
mens 6ths achieved promotion 
with a 100% record, the 7ths 
and 9ths narrowly missed 
promotion, the 8ths settled 
into their higher league after 
promotion and the 10ths 
improved all the time through 
their first season.  On the 
ladies side, each of the 2nds, 
3rds and 4ths did well to 
maintain their status following 
promotions the previous season.   
 
So, on the field, we are at our 
highest standing ever, with a 
record number of mens teams 
and the aim of trying to get a 
ladies 5ths up and running as 
soon as we can. 
 
The club tournament was once 
again blessed with good 
weather and we were delighted 
that Joan Price was once again 
on hand to blow the starter’s 
whistle for the Mike Price 
Challenge match, in which Doug 
Stuart’s XI fairly comfortably 
beat our President’s XI.  The 
day itself was enjoyed as much 
as ever, kicking off with the 
annual match between the 
Grizzlies and the All Stars, 
won, also traditionally, by the 
Grizzlies!, after a hard fought 
and skilful contest. 



 

Team Captains 
 
Here is the list of team 
captains for the forthcoming 
season: 
Men: Chris Collison, Nick 
Robinson, Chris Berry, Adam 
Bush, Andy Holmes, Nick 
Hemm, Mark Carroll, Mike 
Barnes, Brian Jones, Bob 
Douglas. 
Ladies: Ellie Howatson, Liz 
Abba, Jo Darby, Zena Oliver 
 

Committee 
 
Congratulations to Jon Gilbert 
who has been elected Club 
President – a deserved 
recognition of a terrific 
contribution to the club. 
 
Geoff Bail continues as Club 
Chairperson.  Thanks to 
everyone who has stood down 
for your service to our club. 
 
Other main posts are as 
follows: 
Secretary: Martin Ebsworth, 
Liz Abba; 
Treasurer: James Cashmore, 
Social: Richard Shaw, Caroline 
Gates; 
Fixtures: Mark Johnson, Claire 
Good; 
Juniors: Bob Douglas, Liz 
Archer, Liz Abba; 
Publicity: Michael Hart 
Don’t forget that we also elect 
committee members part of 
whose role is to make sure that 
our committee truly reflects 
the views of all club members 
and who would welcome your 
input.  This season they are 
Dan Hammond and Richard 
Bonsall from the mens’ side, we 
still need a couple of 

nominations to represent the 
ladies. 
 

Congratulations 
 
Well done to all club award 
winners – these were presented 
at the AGM and the End of 
Season Tournament 
 
Club Personality of the Year – 
Doug Stuart; 
Top Goalscorers – Helen Brown, 
Will Good; 
Players of the Year – , Chris 
Collison, Sam Curtis, Ellie 
Howatson, Lee Reynolds, Lucy 
Blyth, Eileen Black; 
Junior Players – Alex Henwood, 
Oscar Thompson; 
Most Improved Players – Alex 
Marshall, Claudia Southwell. 
 

Members News 
 
Those who come into the bar 
after matches will be aware 
that Brian Jones has been 
taking his usual active role in 
the club, following his illness.  
This included playing in a couple 
of friendlies at the end of the 
season as well as managing the 
Grizzlies, almost to promotion.  
Other good news is on the new 
junior recruits (well in a few 
years) front with 
congratulations and good wishes 
due to: 
 
Liz and Paul - Alexander James 
Burrell was born early on 
23/05/13 at 34 wks +1 day 
weighing 3lb 15 oz; 
  
Liz and John – Isabella Sophia 
Flintham was born on 19/7/13 
weighing 7lb 12oz; 
  

Claire and Will – Joshua Good 
was born on 30/6/13; 
  
Emma and Rich – Benjamin Rafe 
Shaw was born on 30/4/13 at 
7lb 9 oz. 
 
Good luck also to Kirsty and 
Dan Hammond, who have an 
arrival pending later in the 
year. 
 
Older members will be sad to 
hear of the deaths of vice 
presidents Sammy Hall and Bill 
Bradford, two stalwarts of the 
club - and of the Old West 
Bridgfordians association.  Our 
thoughts are with their 
respective families. 
 

Family Hockey 
 
Over the summer, we have been 
running a series of Family 
Hockey nights.  These were 
designed for parents to bring 
along their (primary age) 
children so that everyone could 
play – youngsters on one half 
pitch, parents on the other.  
We first organised this last 
year as an Olympic year event, 
but it worked so well, we have 
repeated it this year with good 
numbers attending.  Our thanks 
to the Becket School, who have 
let us use the pitch at an 
advantageous rate as part of 
their community outreach.  A 
lesson for other local schools 
here, maybe! (But don’t hold 
your breath) 
 

Get Back Into 
 
Our next project is to 
encourage local ladies to re-
start playing hockey after 
maybe giving up while at school, 

 



 
uni, after childbirth, etc.  We 
are initially running 6 free 
sessions from 6.00 until 7.00 
on Wednesday evenings - ie at 
the same time as the juniors - 
and will then decide how to 
take this forward depending on 
numbers, etc.  The idea of the 
sessions is that they will be 
focused on enjoyment rather 
than preparation for matches, 
but who knows where they will 
lead.  If you know anyone who 
might enjoy coming along, 
please tell them about it and 
encourage them to do so. 
 

School Links 
 
We are once again looking to 
link up with local schools to 
promote hockey to youngsters.  
We have a couple of 
connections already at 
Heymann and Jesse Gray 
primary schools and are also 
hoping to set up a “Satellite” 
Club at one of the local 
secondary schools (possibly 
Becket).  This is a new initiative 
where secondary schools are 
being encouraged to link up 
with local sports clubs to 
improve their after school 
provision.  If you have 
connections with any other of 
our local schools, please let 
them know that we are happy 
to work with them to help 
promote junior hockey. 
 

Fixtures 
Early season fixtures start in 
September as follows: 
 
Ladies  
Friendlies from Sept  
1st XI League starts Sept 28, 
other league fixtures from ? 
(it’s not on Fixtures Live yet!) 

Men 
Friendlies from 1st XI League 
starts Sept 14 (see under 
“Social for details of 1st 
match) Other leagues start on 
Oct 5th. 
 
Please make sure that you 
complete your availabilities 
asap (preferably online) – as a 
club we are committed to 
playing as many games as 
possible, so if you say you are 
available, we will try to make 
sure you get a game, even if 
your normal team isn’t playing. 
 

Social 
 
Once again, we have a range of 
social events organised for the 
coming season.   
The follow up to our successful 
Dog Night takes place on 
Friday, Oct 11th.  Details are 
on the website or ask Derek. 
Not exactly a social but we 
need to get a good turnout for 
our First Ever National League  
fixture on Saturday, Sept 14th 
at WB School at 1.30 pm v 
Khalsa.  Please come along and 
support. 
The first Curry and Quiz will 
take place on October 19th and 
our main Beer Festival will take 
place from Thursday, 
November 7th and will include a 
Sunday lunchtime jazz session.   
Other dates that are to be 
confirmed are the Dinner 
Dance on April 12th , the End 
of Season Tournament, 
including the Mike Price 
Challenge on April 5th, Beer 
Festival 2, March 6-8 and 
Curry and Quiz 2 (Feb 8th) 
and the Ceilidh on Jan 25th. 
Please put these dates in your 
diary – as a committee member, 
it is really irritating to hear 

members say “Oh, if only I’d 
known about that, I would have 
come…”  There really is no 
excuse. 
Please make our social 
secretaries lives a bit easier by 
supporting these events, buying 
your tickets in advance and 
(radical this) even helping out 
on the odd occasion. 
 

Training 
 
Mens training is on Monday 
nights from 7.30 to 9.00, 
1st/2nd team on Thursday. 
Ladies training is on 
Wednesday nights 1st/2nd teams 
from 6.45 to 8.30; 3rd/4th 
teams from 7.30 to 9.00. 
See the website for more 
details and don’t forget that 
the men will train on the 
Tuesday of the Bank Holiday 
week.   
 

Valuables 
 
Please remember to lock your 
car and hide any valuables away 
at all times – both when you 
park at the school and also at 
the clubhouse.  
 

Juniors 
The changed format worked 
well last season, so we will be 
continuing with similar this 
season: 
 
Yr 2–4: 9.30 to 10.30 led by 
Jon Wells and Ian Freegard 
Yr 5–7: 9.30 to 11.00 led by 
Steve Thompson, 
Yr 8+: 10.30 to 12.00 led by Ian 
Johnson and Phil Elliott, 
Goalkeepers from 9.30 led by 
Lee Reynolds. 
 

 



 
There will be some discretion 
about who goes into which 
group but this will be down to 
the coaches. 
 
The change to the Becket 
School worked well last season 
so we will be based there again.  
Although this move started as 
a cost saving measure, coaching 
at the Becket is actually much 
better for a number of reasons 
- including road safety, shelter, 
toilets, etc.  Anyone attending 
via the ring road will need to be 
aware of road closures caused 
by the tram works and look out 
for alternative routes during 
the autumn. 
 
Everything starts with a 
registration session from 9.00 
am on Sept 1st – we will also 
have a further registration 
session the following Sunday.  
Anyone can join in subsequent 
weeks, it’s just easier to do it 
right at the start of the 
season. 
 
This season, we will be serving 
tea and coffee from 9.30 until 
11.00ish and we are looking for 
volunteers to help with this, to 
bake cakes and biscuits to sell, 
etc.   
 
We are also offering coaching 
on Wednesday nights to older 
(Y7) boys and girls (but please 
speak to Michael Hart first on 
01509 853935) as this is only 
suitable for those with 
reasonable basic skills; and Y8 
boys and older are welcome to 
attend Monday night mens’ 
training, subject to having 
spoken to me about it first. 
 
We will be entering all the 
usual competitions and leagues 
and we would be grateful for 

any help you can offer, either 
Sunday/Monday/Wednesday 
coaching or managing teams.  
As well as this we are also 
looking to offer coaching in 
specific areas, eg aerials, one 
on ones, etc, and are looking for 
club members who could help 
with this – you wouldn’t need to 
control a session, just deliver 
your bit around the rest of the 
coaching that is going on.  Give 
Liz Abba, Liz Taylder or me a 
call if you think you could 
contribute in any way. 
 
Many of our juniors achieved 
county honours this past season 
– if I try to name them all I will 
forget someone but well done 
to all of you. 
 
Finally, a big thank you to 
everyone who attended and 
took part in the 25 years 
celebration.  It was great to 
see so many friends over the 
course of the weekend and our 
Juniors End of Season event 
was made extra special by 
Helen Richardson and Kate 
Walsh who enjoyed oops 
endured my over long speech 
and handed out the prizes to 
the spellbound youngsters. 
 

Rush4Health 
 
On Sunday Sept 1st, this event 
takes place at Rushcliffe 
Country Park, Ruddington, from 
12.00 to 5.00.  We will be there 
in force with Quikstix and a 
number of other activities in 
order to publicise both hockey 
generally and also WBHC.  It 
would be great if loads of club 
members and your children 
could attend, (after coming to 
coaching first, of course) 
maybe play in a demonstration 

game or two and generally have 
a good time.  More details from 
Michael Hart on 01509 853935. 
 

Hockeyday 
 
Last year’s Hockeyday was the 
best yet - helped by having a 
couple of internationals showing 
off their Olympic medals, 
signing autographs and having 
their pictures taken - Thanks 
Helen and Kate, you were 
fantastic. 
We won’t have them here for 
the coming Hockeyday, which 
will take place on Sunday Oct 
13th (check website for more 
details), but it will otherwise be 
bigger and better than ever, 
with the sun guaranteed to 
shine as ever. 
 

Players 
 
With the size of both sides of 
the club, we do have a fair 
turnover of players and we 
always welcome new faces - so 
please keep your eyes/ears 
open for talented (and friendly) 
hockey players looking for a 
new home.  This is a subject 
close to my heart in view of my  
role as 10th Team captain! 
 

Your Details 
 
Please help us keep in touch 
with you through the season by 
making sure that your details 
are up to date on the club 
database. 
 

Club Kit 
All members (except mens’ 
1sts, 2nds and 3rds who have 
team kit) should by now have 

 



 
been supplied with club shirts, 
replacements will cost you £20 
each so look after them and put 
your names in the collars!  New 
members will be supplied with 
kit at 50% discount, on 
payment of their subs. 
 
We are developing a new kit 
purchasing system, so please 
keep an eye on the website for 
details as they emerge. 
 

Getting Involved 

Doesn’t have to mean that you 
must become treasurer or a 
Sunday coach next week – 
however, we do need more 
members to do things like bar 
work, clearing up, helping with 
coaching, learning to umpire, 
etc.  That way, life gets easier 
for those who are already doing 
their share and the club 
prospers into the future. 

Finances 

As members will know, from 
last season we have been faced 
with a substantial hike in our 
rent from the West Bridgford 
School.  We are not alone, they 
have also increased their 
cricket and football charges as 
well, probably others that we 
don’t know about.  We don’t 
really know why they are doing 
this, it certainly goes against 
the grain of encouraging 
community use of school 
facilities, but then the 
community doesn’t own our 
school grounds, does it .... 

Our committee has thought 
long and hard about what to do 
about this both in terms of 
engaging with the school in 
dialogue (the school won’t talk 
so we can’t!) and also what to 
do about finances.  There was 

also a lively debate at the AGM, 
the result of which is that 
annual subscriptions have been 
increased to £90 (and pro rata 
for students, etc), match tax 
remains at £10 (also with the 
same lower rates as before).  

Newsletters 
Now we have such a good 
website, there seems little 
point in producing D Notices 
throughout the season, so it is 
likely that this will be the one 
and only copy for 2013/14.   

Please keep up to date by 
checking out the website 
regularly – once registered you 
will be able to access match 
reports, results, tables, news, 
socials, etc.  However, if you 
have any items that you would 
like to include on the site 
please send it to by email to 
Geoff (geoff@wbhockey.co.uk).   

Have a great season! 

Bob Douglas 
bob@wbhockey.co.uk  

 

ps You might be wondering how 
the 10th Team Captain/Junior 
Organiser comes to be writing 
this newsletter - so do I!  
Anyone wishing to take over 
would be more than welcome ..... 
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