
Better to Have …….. 
Relegation Special 
It’s a while since I opened a D 
Notice with news of relegation, 
so forgive me if this sounds a 
bit trite, but here goes…. after 
the excitement of promotion to 
the National League, reality hit 
with a number of good 
performances marred by lapses 
of concentration, high levels of 
opposition skill, etc, which 
turned potential good results 
into defeats.  However, we 
improved as the season went on 
and ended up playing promotion 
standard hockey in the last few 
games.  So back into Mids Prem 
we go but with high hopes of a 
successful season to come.  On 
the ladies side, we had worries 
about whether our 1sts could 
cope with being back in the 
Midlands league, having lost a 
number of players to 
motherhood, university, etc.  
However, after a tough start, 
we got better and better and 
ended up in a fairly 
comfortable mid table spot.  
something to build on for the 
forthcoming season. !
However, this is all getting a 
bit ahead of myself - firstly, 
welcome to the new season 
both to current and also to new 
members.  As you know, the 
fixture card is now a thing of 
the past, so please do keep up 
with club news on the website.  
Details of the first few 

fixtures are elsewhere in this 
D Notice, please put them in 
your diary and come along to 
support us.   !
Playing Record 
 P W D L F A  Pts 
Men 
1 18  4 2 13 47 81 14 
2 22 14 4  4 95 50 46 
3 22 10 3  9 71 63 33 
4 22 11 7  4 63 36 40 
5 22 10 2 10 64 70 32 
6 22 12 1  9 55 63 37 
7 22 16 2  4 102 34 50 
8 20 10 2  8 42 51 32 
GR 22 16 2   4 47 18 50 
10 22  8 6  8 31 39 30 
Ladies 
1 18  8 4  6 34 37 28 
2 18  5 1 12 18 46 16 
3 18  5 3 10 23 63 18 
4 16  6 1  9 26 31 19 !
Below our respective 1st teams, 
we had an okay to good season.  
All of our ladies teams managed 
to maintain their league 
standings, something that 
looked unlikely as the season 
unfolded.  With the loss of 
players at the top of the club, 
there were opportunities for 
players to move up and also for 
youngsters to come into the 
4ths and higher.  Juniors tend 
to improve as a season 
progresses and the likes of Abi 
Hart and Grace Thompson 

certainly did that, establishing 
themselves in the 1st team 
squad by the end of the season.  
No less impressive was the 
progress of others such as 
Steph Carr, Sarah Dance and 
many more.  Mention also to the 
team captains who made sure 
that we fulfilled our fixtures 
and also created an ethos that 
encouraged everyone to give of 
their best. !
On the mens side, 
congratulations to the 7ths, 
who scored more than 100 goals 
and achieved promotion to East 
Mids Premier (the highest 
league they can get into), and 
to the 9ths (Grizzlies) who 
marked Brian Jones’ last season 
as captain by being crowned 
champions of their league.  Our 
other teams all performed 
creditably, none more so than 
the 6ths, who finished high up 
their league table, following 
promotion the previous season.  
Our 2nds also had a great run, 
finishing 3rd in a league 
containing a lot of National 
Premier League squad players.  
Although the 10ths record 
doesn’t look too special, after 8 
games we had drawn one, lost 7 
and scored 4 goals.  The rest of 
the season was championship 
form, the difference was 
juniors getting increasingly 
competent, a bit of luck and 
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the confidence given by a 
couple of good results against 
the run of play.  The 4ths had a 
good last three quarters of the 
season after a shaky start with 
too many draws, the 5ths had 
their highlight early on (beating 
the 4ths!) and had to battle 
hard to avoid being dragged 
into the relegation mire while 
the 3rds weren’t as successful 
as last year but did bring in a 
number of junior players 
through the season, who will be 
all the better for that 
experience.  Finally, the 8ths 
consolidated their league 
position as “best of the rest”, 
not challenging for promotion 
but well ahead of the 
relegation dogfight. !
Weather for the club 
tournament was good to 
indifferent this year, but at 
least there weren’t any 
torrential downpours.  
Unfortunately, Joan Price was 
unable to make it for the Mike 
Price Challenge match, 
nevertheless, it went ahead in 
the traditional manner with 
Doug Stuart’s XI fairly 
comfortably beating our 
President’s XI as usual.  The 
day itself was enjoyed as much 
as ever, kicking off with the 
annual match between the 
Grizzlies and the All Stars, this 
year the All Stars achieved our 
first ever draw in a surprisingly 
feisty encounter.  The day also 
featured a challenge match 
between the “Back to Hockey” 
ladies (reinforced by a couple 
of club players) against a club 
development XI.  This was a 
terrific game, although at 2-0 
down at half time, we thought 
the Back To team were out of 
it.  Not a bit of it - they fought 
back bravely and Louise Walton 

slotted in the equaliser a few 
minutes before the end, much 
to the delight of her watching 
family and other noisy 
supporters. !
Finally, we have been playing 
quite a  lot of summer hockey.  
Both our mens’ vets and our 
“normal” team won their 
respective leagues at 
Highfields and the ladies and 
mixed are still fielding teams in 
their respective leagues. !
Team Captains !
Here is the list of team 
captains for the forthcoming 
season: 
Men: Chris Collison, Josh Chan, 
Richard Whittle, Ian Freegard, 
Nigel Turpin, Ian Johnson, 
Mark Carroll, Mike Barnes, 
Chris Garnham, Clive Notman 
Ladies: Ellie Howatson, Liz 
Abba, Caroline Gates, Jenny 
Garnham. 
Regular readers will have 
spotted that there are a lot of 
new names on this list.  Firstly, 
a big thank you for all you have 
done to everyone who has 
stepped down, secondly please 
support your new captain on and 
off the pitch this coming 
season.  It’s not an easy job, 
particularly if you’ve not done it 
before! !
Committee !
Congratulations to Mark 
Johnson who has been elected 
Club President – a deserved 
recognition of a terrific 
contribution to the club.  
Makes me feel my age, though - 
I can remember coaching Mark 
when he was a junior! 

!
Geoff Bail continues as Club 
Chairperson.  Thanks to 
everyone who has stood down 
for your service to our club. !
Other main posts are as 
follows: 
Secretary: Martin Ebsworth, 
Liz Abba; 
Treasurer: James Cashmore, 
Social:TBC, Caroline Gates; 
Fixtures: Mark Johnson, Lucy 
Blyth; 
Juniors: Bob Douglas, Liz Abba; 
Publicity: Michael Hart !
Don’t forget that we also elect 
committee members part of 
whose role is to make sure that 
our committee truly reflects 
the views of all club members 
and who would welcome your 
input.  This season they are Dan 
Hammond and Andy Holmes 
from the mens’ side, we still 
need a couple of nominations to 
represent the ladies. (Do we?) !
Congratulations !
Well done to all club award 
winners – these were presented 
at the AGM and the End of 
Season Tournament !
Club Personality of the Year – 
Brian Jones; 
Top Goalscorers – Zena Oliver, 
Emma Whittle, Dan Gillett; 
Players of the Year – Todd 
Mills, Mark Johnson, Faye 
Sibley, Georgia Dibley, Jasmine 
Goddard, Elizabeth Henwood; 
Junior Players – Abigail Hart. 
Jack Rhodes; 
Most Improved Players – James 
Walton, Steph Carr. !
Members News 



!
Good news on the new junior 
recruits (well in a few years) 
front with congratulations and 
good wishes due to Dave and 
Emma Taylder (Thomas), Dan 
And Kirsty Hammond (Evie); 
and Al (the Cat) and Georgina 
Cattaway (Holly). 
Members will be sad to hear of 
the death of ladies club 
founder Mavis Taylor.  We are 
currently looking at ways to 
celebrate her contribution to 
the forming of our club.  We 
also lost a male vice president, 
David Ball, who was a keen club 
umpire for us, after stepping 
down from the Midlands list 
and who also quietly supported 
the club and the 1st team in 
particular.  Our thoughts are 
with their respective families. !
Family Hockey !
Over the summer, we have been 
running a series of Family 
Hockey nights.  These were 
designed for parents to bring 
along their (primary age) 
children so that everyone could 
play – youngsters on one half 
pitch, parents on the other.  
We first organised this last 
year as an Olympic year event, 
but it has worked so well, we 
have repeated it this year with 
over 50 attending each session 
so far. !
Get Back Into !
This past year we ran a new 
initiative for ladies called “Get 
Back into Hockey”.  This is part 
of a national sporting 
programme to designed to  
encourage more women to play 
sport.  We were a bit dubious 

about whether this would work 
but the 10 or so who attended 
were really enthusiastic and we 
carried it on for the full 
season.  On the way, a couple of 
the ladies transferred into the 
main club and began playing 
regularly, the rest continued to 
enjoy the weekly sessions and 
came together to play a couple 
of matches including at the 
tournament (see elsewhere for 
details).  So, we will be running 
this again from September 
10th, the website will have 
more details.  The idea of the 
sessions is that Once again, we 
will focus on enjoyment rather 
than preparation for matches, 
but if last season is any guide, 
we may encourage some quite 
handy players to reconnect 
with our sport.  If you know 
anyone who might enjoy coming 
along, please tell them about it 
and encourage them to do so. 
The success of this has also 
made us think whether we could 
do something similar on the 
mens’ side - let us know if you 
have any ideas on this topic.I !
School Links !
We are once again looking to 
link up with local schools to 
promote hockey to youngsters.  
If you have connections with 
any other of our local schools, 
please let them know that we 
are happy to work with them to 
help promote junior hockey. !
Fixtures 
Early season fixtures start in 
September as follows: !
Ladies  
Friendlies from Aug 30 
League fixtures start Sept 27 

Men 
Friendlies from Sept 6 
1st XI League starts Sept 20 
Other leagues start on Oct 4. !
Please make sure that you 
complete your availabilities 
asap (preferably online) – as a 
club we are committed to 
playing as many games as 
possible, so if you say you are 
available, we will try to make 
sure you get a game, even if 
your normal team isn’t playing. !
Both sides of the club were 
seriously embarrassed at time 
last season by lack of 
availability of club members. 
Please try to be available as 
much as possible during the 
league season - it’s a nightmare 
for captains to have to promote 
and then drop players through 
no fault of their own, it’s also 
really difficult for captains to 
have to deal with last minute 
cry offs, which were also far 
too common last season - if you 
say that you are available, 
please make sure that you are! !
Social !
Once again, we have a range of 
social events organised for the 
coming season.   
The first Curry and Quiz will 
take place on October 18th and 
our main Beer Festival will take 
place from Thursday, 
November 6th until Sunday 
lunchtime, Nov 9th.  
Other dates that are to be 
confirmed are the Dinner 
Dance on April 25th , the End 
of Season Tournament, 
including the Mike Price 
Challenge on April 18th, Beer 
Festival 2, March 5-7 and 



Curry and Quiz 2 (Feb 7th). 
We are also looking at a social 
aimed more at our junior 
members on Jan 24th. 
Please put these dates in your 
diary – as a committee member, 
it is really irritating to hear 
members say “Oh, if only I’d 
known about that, I would have 
come…”  There really is no 
excuse. 
Please make our social 
secretaries lives a bit easier by 
supporting these events, buying 
your tickets in advance and 
(radical this) even helping out 
on the odd occasion. !
Training !
Mens training is a bit more 
complicated than usual!  
Through August, it is the same 
as usual, on Monday nights from 
7.30 to 9.20, 1st/2nd team on 
Thursdays. 
From Monday, September 8th, 
we are splitting mens’ training 
into juniors, up to U16, from 
6.30 to 7.45 led by Glyn Abba 
and Clive Notman followed by 
seniors from 7.45 to 9.20, led 
by Pete Bonnett. 
The main reason for doing this 
is to make the numbers more 
manageable - but we are also 
keen to coach the U14 and U16 
squads together so that we can 
prepare them better for the 
competitions that we enter. !
Ladies training is on 
Wednesday nights from 7.30 to 
9.00 from August 27 
See the website for more 
details and don’t forget that 
the men will train on the 
Tuesday of the Bank Holiday 
week.   !

Juniors 
The changed format worked 
well again last season, as did 
being at the Becket School so 
we will be continuing with 
similar this season: !
Yr 2–4: 9.30 to 10.30 led by 
Jon Wells and Ian Freegard 
Yr 5–7: 9.30 to 11.00 led by 
Steve Thompson, 
Yr 8+: 10.30 to 12.00 led by Ian 
Johnson and Phil Elliott, 
Goalkeepers from 9.30 led by 
Lee Reynolds. !
There will be some discretion 
about who goes into which 
group but this will be down to 
the coaches. 
Although the move to the 
Becket started as a cost saving 
measure, coaching at the 
Becket is actually much better 
for a number of reasons - 
including road safety, shelter, 
toilets, etc.  However, anyone 
attending via the ring road will 
need to be aware of road 
closures caused by the tram 
works and look out for 
alternative routes. 
Everything starts with a 
registration session from 9.00 
am on Sept 7th – we will also 
have a further registration 
session the following Sunday.  
Anyone can join in subsequent 
weeks, it’s just easier to do it 
right at the start of the 
season.  We will be eamiling a 
registration form to everyone 
who has previously registered - 
please fill it in and bring it with 
you. 
After the success of our 
weekly “coffee mornings” we 
will again be serving tea and 
coffee from 9.30 until 11.00ish 
and we are looking for 

volunteers to help with this, to 
bake cakes/biscuits/etc to sell.    
We are also offering coaching 
on Wednesday nights to older 
(Y7) boys and girls (but please 
speak to Michael Hart first on 
01509 853935) as this is only 
suitable for those with 
reasonable basic skills; and Y8 
boys and older are welcome to 
attend Monday night training, 
We will be entering all the 
usual competitions and leagues 
and we would be grateful for 
any help you can offer, either 
Sunday/Monday/Wednesday 
coaching or managing teams.   
Many of our juniors achieved 
county honours this past season 
– if I try to name them all I will 
forget someone but it has been 
particularly pleasing to see 
goalkeepers such as Freya, 
Zakee and James being 
recognised.  Well done to all of 
you! 
Finally, it crossed my mind that 
with so many juniors in the 
club, it would be worth trying 
to find out what they (ie you!) 
think of us, what you think we 
should be doing, etc.  To that 
end I am thinking of setting up 
a juniors’ “think tank” to find 
out.  If you are U18 and 
interested in finding out more, 
(or a bit older and think you 
could contribute) do please get 
in touch. !
Sunday Funday !
On Sunday Sept 7th, this event 
takes place at Rushcliffe 
Country Park, Ruddington, from 
12.00 to 5.00.  We will be there 
in force with Quikstix and a 
number of other activities in 
order to publicise both hockey 
generally and also WBHC.  It 
would be great if loads of club 



members and your children 
could attend, (after coming to 
coaching first, of course) 
maybe play in a demonstration 
game or two and generally have 
a good time.  More details from 
Michael Hart on 01509 853935. 
We also attended Bridgford 
Park recently as part of the 
Armed Forces Day celebration 
and generated a lot of interest 
amongst those attending. !
Hockeyday !
After the terrible weather last 
year, we are hoping that we will 
be blessed with a better day 
for this.  At the moment the 
date isn’t finalised but it will be 
either Oct 12 or Oct 19 
depending on other 
commitments.  Please do come 
along and either help, take part 
or bring the children. !
Your Details !
Please help us keep in touch 
with you through the season by 
making sure that your details 
are up to date on the club 
database. !
Getting Involved !
The Committee wants to get 
more members involved in the 
running of the Club. Eg We will 
be looking for volunteers to 
look after the interests of the 
Club umpires, and someone to 
help re-launch and run our 
Twitter account, (twitter.com/
WBHockeyClub) do pitch 
booking, these should not be 
that time consuming so any one 
interested, do come and speak 
to Geoff or Martin.  

Similarly, a number of us have 
been in position for many years, 
eg Chairman, Secretary, 
Fixture Secretary, Treasurer, 
Junior Organiser, Bar Manager 
and some will be looking to step 
down over next couple of years. 
We are again looking for 
volunteers who wish to give 
something back to the Club to 
step forward, so if you would 
like to know more about these 
roles, speak to the relevant 
person, and this can allow a 
period of shadowing, and a 
phased smooth hand-over !
Finances 

So far, we have managed to 
ride the increases in our costs 
fairly well, but Becket pitch 
hire has increased fairly 
significantly for this coming 
season (to be fair, it has been 
the same for a number of 
years) and WB School will also 
increase (again!)  However, we 
have decided to keep annual 
subscriptions at £90, Students 
£45, Juniors £20, Match Tax 
remains at £10, Students £5, 
Juniors £3. 

Have a great season! 

Bob Douglas 
bob@wbhockey.co.uk 

http://twitter.com/WBHockeyClub
mailto:bob@wbhockey.co.uk

